
Fence Guidelines and Zoning Compliance Permit Application 

The Manchester Code of Ordinances permits for the placement and type of fences on private property. This 
permit application illustrates how you may place your fence on your property. This permit application also 
contains a checklist that you are asked to complete when submitting your project to the Zoning Administrator 
for review. All questions pertaining to fences are to be directed to the Zoning Administrator.  

Residential Zoning Districts – Height & Placement Limits Typical 
Residential Lot 

(Diagram illustrating height & placement limits for a typical 
residential lot; see page two [2] for information on a 

corner lot) 
Front Yard – The front yard is defined as the area from the road to the 
front of your house. A fence can be no larger than four (4) feet in 
height from grade within the front yard. There are clear vision 
requirements in the front yard. No fences, wall, screen, hedge, sign, 
or other structure or planting shall obstruct visibility between the 
heights of 30 inches and 10 feet above the sidewalk grade within 25 
feet of the intersection of 2 or more streets.  

On interior lots, no obstruction shall occur between the height of 30 
inches and 10 feet measured a distance of 20 feet back from the point 
where the drive intersects the street.  

Additionally, fences in the front yard must have 50% opacity. Opacity 
is the degree to which a fence is impervious to rays of light. This 
condition is measured by the observation of any 2 square yard area of 
fence between 1 foot above the ground level and the top of the fence. 
The observation shall be from a direction perpendicular to the fence.  

Side Yard – The side yard is defined as the area on the sides of your 
house. A fence can be six (6) feet in height from grade on the sides of 
your house. A fence may go to the property line.  

Rear Yard – The rear yard is defined as the area from the rear point 
of your house to your rear property line. A fence can be up to six (6) 
feet in height from grade in your rear yard. A fence may go to the 
property line.  
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Corner Residential Lot  
(Diagram illustrating height & placement limits for a corner 

residential lot; see page one [1] for information on a  
typical residential lot)  

  
Front Yard – The front yard is defined as the area from the road 
to the front of your house. A fence can be no larger than four (4) 
feet in height from grade within the front yard. There are clear 
vision requirements in the front yard. No fences, wall, screen, 
hedge, sign, or other structure or planting shall obstruct visibility 
between the heights of 30 inches and 10 feet above the sidewalk 
grade within 25 feet of the intersection of 2 or more streets.  
  
Additionally, fences in the front yard must have 50% opacity. 
Opacity is the degree to which a fence is impervious to rays of 
light. This condition is measured by the observation of any 2 
square yard area of fence between 1 foot above the ground level 
and the top of the fence. The observation shall be from a 
direction perpendicular to the fence.  
  
Side Yard – The side yard is defined as the area on the sides of 
your house. A fence can be six (6) feet in height from grade on 
the sides of your house. A fence may go to the property line.  
  
Rear Yard – The rear yard is defined as the area from the rear 
point of your house to your rear property line. A fence can be up 
to six (6) feet in height from grade in your rear yard. A fence 
may go to the property line.  
  
Please consult with the Zoning Administrator if the 
proposed fence will not be on residentially zoned 
property in the City of Manchester. Different rules and 
regulations may apply to fences located in other zoned 
areas.  
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Checklist / Questionnaire for Residential Zoning District Fences 
  

The following checklist should be used when applying for a zoning compliance permit for your proposed project. Please 
check “yes” or “no” for each item below:  
 

1. Will your fence be made of wood, metal, masonry, plastic, or other synthetic materials that 
are designed to be used or erected to real estate to enclose or separate any portion of real 
estate from adjoining land?  

 

   ☐ Yes   ☐ No          

If yes, what kind of material are you using? ____________________________________    

Please provide a printout or photo of fence materials.    

If no, please consult with the Zoning Administrator regarding your proposed project.    

2. Will your fence be between no more than four (4) feet in the front yard and six (6) feet in 
height at grade in the side and read yards?    

   ☐ Yes   ☐ No      

If yes, what will the height of the fence be in the rear yard? _____________________    

   What will the height of the fence be in the side yard? ___________________________    

   What will the height of the fence be in the front yard? __________________________    

If no, please consult with the Zoning Administrator regarding your proposed project.      

3. Will your fence be on the property line?     

    ☐ Yes   ☐ No    

Front yard setback: ________________________________________________________    

Side yard setback: ________________________________________________________    

Rear yard setback: ________________________________________________________    

 If no, please specify the setbacks for your fence from the front, side, and rear yards:    
4. Description of project: _____________________________________________________  

  
Additional Rules and Regulations 

  
• Barbwire, snow fence, chicken wire, or any other sharp point or instrument of any kind on top or on the sides 

of any fence, or electric current or charge in a fence is prohibited.   
• Smooth or finished surface of the fence shall face adjoining properties.   
• No fence, wall, structure, or hedge shall be erected, established, or maintained which obscures clear view of 

traffic at corners, intersections, alleyways, or driveways. Any fence in the front yard or side yard shall be 25 
percent open to prevent obstruction to vision.    

• Fences shall be one foot off of a property line, unless the fence connects to a neighboring fence with approval 
of the neighbor. 

• All fences shall be maintained in good structural condition and the fence shall be vertical plum. 
• All hedges shall be kept reasonably trimmed and shall not become overgrown. 
• Wooden elements or other elements of a fence subject to deterioration from weathering or other causes shall 

be maintained with chemicals, paint, or sealers to preserve the elements and to prevent rust, corrosion, or 
deterioration. 
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Site Plan 
(Please plot your project on the grid below; please use another sheet of paper if needed)  

 
By plotting your project above and submitting this application, you agree that unless a “Certified Property Survey” is presented to the Zoning 
Administrator at the time of application, then any measurement made of a property are estimates in nature only! You further agree that the City of 
Manchester will not accept liability if these measurements are wrong and are contested by neighbors.   

 

 
Applicant Information 

(Property owner must make application for proposed project) 
  

Name: _________________   Address: _________________ Phone Number: ____________________   
  

By signing below, you hereby certify that the above work described on this permit application shall be installed in accordance with Chapter 151 of 
the Manchester Code of Ordinances (Zoning Ordinance), in addition to being installed in according with the approved site plan and information 
provided in this application to the City of Manchester. You further understand that it is your responsibility to notify the Zoning Administrator upon 
completion / installation of the above work. Also, you recognize that the Code & Zoning Administrator may, upon review, reject this permit application. 
If rejected, you  may appeal the rejection to the Manchester Zoning Board of Appeals for a fee of $250.00. You affirm by signing below that you 
understand that all permit fees associated with your proposed project are non-refundable.    

Signature of applicant: ________________________________ Date: ________________________________  
  

 
Zoning Compliance Approval: ☐ Yes ☐ No   Date: _________   
Zoning Administrator Signature on Zoning Compliance Approval or Denial: _______________________  
 
Permit Fee: $50.00    Date Paid: ______________  Method of Payment: ____________________  
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